
Secondary Education - Social Studies MAT 
2017 - 2018 Assessment Plan 

Currently status is: Report Accepted  

    
I. ANNUAL REPORT FOR 2016 - 2017 
  Mission Statement 

Within the mission of the College of Education, the mission of MT and MAT in Secondary 
Social Studies  programs is to prepare professional educators of the highest quality for South 
Carolina certification as grades 9-12 teachers through a graduate-level program that builds 
on their undergraduate majors at USC in the social sciences (e.g. history, geography, 
political science, psychology, etc.).  

  
  Goal 1. 

TBD 
  Curriculum 

Included in the attached Secondary Social Studies Matrix. 
    Learning Outcome 1.   
    Standard 1. Content Knowledge Candidates demonstrate knowledge of social studies 

disciplines. Candidates are knowledgeable of disciplinary concepts, facts, and tools; 
structures of inquiry; and forms of representation.  

    Measures and Criteria   
Praxis State Licensure Exam- 80% pass rate 

Course Grades 
Methods   
Data are maintained on this program in the College of Education Chalk and Wire 
assessment management system (maintained by program faculty and the Office of 
Assessment and Accreditation). Data from courses are submitted into the system by 
instructors or other appropriate personnel throughout the semester. 

  

A Data Summary Report which summarizes the data is provided to the program each 
semester by the Office of Assessment and Accreditation. In addition, faculty receive 
annual reports on data from surveys of interns, coaching teachers, and supervisors, 
and data from surveys of graduates. Data are analyzed by faculty with 
recommendations for program change annually as described here: 

  

The Secondary Social Studies Program faculty along with College of Arts & Sciences 
faculty member (Dr. Dianne Johnson Feelings) will analyze a summary of key 
assessment data at least once annually. A further collaborative analysis will take place 
once every three years when data will be analyzed by the faculty and College of Arts & 



Sciences faculty and university supervisors. The questions guiding analysis of data will 
be: 

* To what extent do candidates demonstrate the elements of the USC Conceptual 
Framework (CF) and meet the standards of the NCSS at admission, midpoint, and 
program completion? 

* What do our candidates clearly do well and in what areas do they need more 
assistance? 

* What changes can be made in the program to assist candidates to be as prepared as 
possible as high school science teachers? 

Besides being used for ongoing program assessment, Program Assessment Plans, 
Data Summary Sheets, and Program Change Forms are 

* Submitted annually to the USC Office of Institutional Research, Assessment, and 
Analytics via the COE Office of Assessment and Accreditation 

* Reviewed by the Professional Education Unit’s Quality Assurance Committee in the 
rotation review cycle (at least once every three years or more frequently, as needed, to 
meet assessment standards) 

* Used to develop program reports for the Specialized Professional Associations (e.g., 
ACEI, NCTM) once every seven years 

* Included in the CAEP review (once every seven years) 
Results 

 

Overall, 80% of students successfully pass the Praxis. M.A.T. students perform slightly 
better than M.T. Our goal is to have 100% of students successfully pass Praxis before 
completing the program. 
Use of Results 

 

Beginning in the summer 2018, an assignment was designed and given to students in 
the MT and MAT program. The assignment required students to take the Praxis II 
(Content) and then design a study plan for strengthening their performance. Spring 
2019 data on Praxis State Licensure Exams for these students will be compared to 
previous years to determine if this was effective intervention in improving scores. 
Having the data sooner would inform program advising and selection of graduate 
content area courses to support student’s mastery of content. This assessment activity 
aligns with the program SPA (National Council for the Social Studies) standards for 
educator preparation programs and serves as important measure of student content 
knowledge. 

 

    Learning Outcome 2.   
    Standard 2. Application of Content Through Planning Candidates plan learning 

sequences that leverage social studies knowledge and literacies, technology, and 
theory and research to support the civic competence of learners. 

    Measures and Criteria   



ADEPT Evaluation/Student Teaching Evaluation- 80% to earn a score of meets or 
above 

Inquiry Design Model/ Unit Plan- 100% earning a score of 80% or better 
Methods   
Data are maintained on this program in the College of Education Chalk and Wire 
assessment management system (maintained by program faculty and the Office of 
Assessment and Accreditation). Data from courses are submitted into the system by 
instructors or other appropriate personnel throughout the semester. 

  

A Data Summary Report which summarizes the data is provided to the program each 
semester by the Office of Assessment and Accreditation. In addition, faculty receive 
annual reports on data from surveys of interns, coaching teachers, and supervisors, 
and data from surveys of graduates. Data are analyzed by faculty with 
recommendations for program change annually as described here: 

  

The Secondary Social Studies Program faculty along with College of Arts & Sciences 
faculty member (Dr. Dianne Johnson Feelings) will analyze a summary of key 
assessment data at least once annually. A further collaborative analysis will take place 
once every three years when data will be analyzed by the faculty and College of Arts & 
Sciences faculty and university supervisors. The questions guiding analysis of data will 
be: 

* To what extent do candidates demonstrate the elements of the USC Conceptual 
Framework (CF) and meet the standards of the NCSS at admission, midpoint, and 
program completion? 

* What do our candidates clearly do well and in what areas do they need more 
assistance? 

* What changes can be made in the program to assist candidates to be as prepared as 
possible as high school science teachers? 

Besides being used for ongoing program assessment, Program Assessment Plans, 
Data Summary Sheets, and Program Change Forms are 

* Submitted annually to the USC Office of Institutional Research, Assessment, and 
Analytics via the COE Office of Assessment and Accreditation 

* Reviewed by the Professional Education Unit’s Quality Assurance Committee in the 
rotation review cycle (at least once every three years or more frequently, as needed, to 
meet assessment standards) 

* Used to develop program reports for the Specialized Professional Associations (e.g., 
ACEI, NCTM) once every seven years 



* Included in the CAEP review (once every seven years) 
Results 

 

Overall, 80% of students successfully pass the Praxis. M.A.T. students perform slightly 
better than M.T. Our goal is to have 100% of students successfully pass Praxis before 
completing the program. 
Use of Results 

 

Beginning in the summer 2018, an assignment was designed and given to students in 
the MT and MAT program. The assignment required students to take the Praxis II 
(Content) and then design a study plan for strengthening their performance. Spring 
2019 data on Praxis State Licensure Exams for these students will be compared to 
previous years to determine if this was effective intervention in improving scores. 
Having the data sooner would inform program advising and selection of graduate 
content area courses to support student’s mastery of content. This assessment activity 
aligns with the program SPA (National Council for the Social Studies) standards for 
educator preparation programs and serves as important measure of student content 
knowledge. 

 

    Learning Outcome 3.   
    Standard 3. Design and Implementation of Instruction and 

Assessment Candidates design and implement instruction and authentic assessments, 
informed by data literacy and learner self-assessment, that promote civic competence. 

    Measures and Criteria   
ADEPT Evaluation/Student Teaching Evaluation- 80% to earn a score of meets or 
above 

Assessment Analysis/Pre and Post Assessment Assignment/Candidate Impact on 
Student Learning- 100% earning 80% or better 

Inquiry Design Model/ Unit Plan- 100% earning 80% or better 
Methods   
Data are maintained on this program in the College of Education Chalk and Wire 
assessment management system (maintained by program faculty and the Office of 
Assessment and Accreditation). Data from courses are submitted into the system by 
instructors or other appropriate personnel throughout the semester. 

  

A Data Summary Report which summarizes the data is provided to the program each 
semester by the Office of Assessment and Accreditation. In addition, faculty receive 
annual reports on data from surveys of interns, coaching teachers, and supervisors, 
and data from surveys of graduates. Data are analyzed by faculty with 
recommendations for program change annually as described here: 

  

The Secondary Social Studies Program faculty along with College of Arts & Sciences 
faculty member (Dr. Dianne Johnson Feelings) will analyze a summary of key 
assessment data at least once annually. A further collaborative analysis will take place 
once every three years when data will be analyzed by the faculty and College of Arts & 



Sciences faculty and university supervisors. The questions guiding analysis of data will 
be: 

* To what extent do candidates demonstrate the elements of the USC Conceptual 
Framework (CF) and meet the standards of the NCSS at admission, midpoint, and 
program completion? 

* What do our candidates clearly do well and in what areas do they need more 
assistance? 

* What changes can be made in the program to assist candidates to be as prepared as 
possible as high school science teachers? 

Besides being used for ongoing program assessment, Program Assessment Plans, 
Data Summary Sheets, and Program Change Forms are 

* Submitted annually to the USC Office of Institutional Research, Assessment, and 
Analytics via the COE Office of Assessment and Accreditation 

* Reviewed by the Professional Education Unit’s Quality Assurance Committee in the 
rotation review cycle (at least once every three years or more frequently, as needed, to 
meet assessment standards) 

* Used to develop program reports for the Specialized Professional Associations (e.g., 
ACEI, NCTM) once every seven years 

* Included in the CAEP review (once every seven years) 
Results 

 

Overall, 80% of students successfully pass the Praxis. M.A.T. students perform slightly 
better than M.T. Our goal is to have 100% of students successfully pass Praxis before 
completing the program. 
Use of Results 

 

Beginning in the summer 2018, an assignment was designed and given to students in 
the MT and MAT program. The assignment required students to take the Praxis II 
(Content) and then design a study plan for strengthening their performance. Spring 
2019 data on Praxis State Licensure Exams for these students will be compared to 
previous years to determine if this was effective intervention in improving scores. 
Having the data sooner would inform program advising and selection of graduate 
content area courses to support student’s mastery of content. This assessment activity 
aligns with the program SPA (National Council for the Social Studies) standards for 
educator preparation programs and serves as important measure of student content 
knowledge. 
 

 

    Learning Outcome 4.   
    Standard 4. Social Studies Learners and Learning Candidates use knowledge of 

learners to plan and implement relevant and responsive pedagogy, create collaborative 
and interdisciplinary learning environments, and prepare learners to be informed 
advocates for an inclusive and equitable society. 

    Measures and Criteria   



ADEPT Evaluation/Student Teaching Evaluation- 80% to earn a score of meets or 
above 

Inquiry Design Model/ Unit Plan- 100% earning 80% or better 
Methods   
Data are maintained on this program in the College of Education Chalk and Wire 
assessment management system (maintained by program faculty and the Office of 
Assessment and Accreditation). Data from courses are submitted into the system by 
instructors or other appropriate personnel throughout the semester. 

  

A Data Summary Report which summarizes the data is provided to the program each 
semester by the Office of Assessment and Accreditation. In addition, faculty receive 
annual reports on data from surveys of interns, coaching teachers, and supervisors, 
and data from surveys of graduates. Data are analyzed by faculty with 
recommendations for program change annually as described here: 

  

The Secondary Social Studies Program faculty along with College of Arts & Sciences 
faculty member (Dr. Dianne Johnson Feelings) will analyze a summary of key 
assessment data at least once annually. A further collaborative analysis will take place 
once every three years when data will be analyzed by the faculty and College of Arts & 
Sciences faculty and university supervisors. The questions guiding analysis of data will 
be: 

* To what extent do candidates demonstrate the elements of the USC Conceptual 
Framework (CF) and meet the standards of the NCSS at admission, midpoint, and 
program completion? 

* What do our candidates clearly do well and in what areas do they need more 
assistance? 

* What changes can be made in the program to assist candidates to be as prepared as 
possible as high school science teachers? 

Besides being used for ongoing program assessment, Program Assessment Plans, 
Data Summary Sheets, and Program Change Forms are 

* Submitted annually to the USC Office of Institutional Research, Assessment, and 
Analytics via the COE Office of Assessment and Accreditation 

* Reviewed by the Professional Education Unit’s Quality Assurance Committee in the 
rotation review cycle (at least once every three years or more frequently, as needed, to 
meet assessment standards) 

* Used to develop program reports for the Specialized Professional Associations (e.g., 
ACEI, NCTM) once every seven years 



* Included in the CAEP review (once every seven years) 
Results 

 

Overall, 80% of students successfully pass the Praxis. M.A.T. students perform slightly 
better than M.T. Our goal is to have 100% of students successfully pass Praxis before 
completing the program. 
Use of Results 

 

Beginning in the summer 2018, an assignment was designed and given to students in 
the MT and MAT program. The assignment required students to take the Praxis II 
(Content) and then design a study plan for strengthening their performance. Spring 
2019 data on Praxis State Licensure Exams for these students will be compared to 
previous years to determine if this was effective intervention in improving scores. 
Having the data sooner would inform program advising and selection of graduate 
content area courses to support student’s mastery of content. This assessment activity 
aligns with the program SPA (National Council for the Social Studies) standards for 
educator preparation programs and serves as important measure of student content 
knowledge. 
 

 

    Learning Outcome 5.   
    Standard 5. Professional Responsibility and Informed Action Candidates reflect 

and expand upon their social studies knowledge, inquiry skills, and civic dispositions to 
advance social justice and promote human rights through informed action in schools 
and/or communities. 

    Measures and Criteria   
Community Social Advocacy Action Project- 100% earning 80% or better 
Methods   
Data are maintained on this program in the College of Education Chalk and Wire 
assessment management system (maintained by program faculty and the Office of 
Assessment and Accreditation). Data from courses are submitted into the system by 
instructors or other appropriate personnel throughout the semester. 

  

A Data Summary Report which summarizes the data is provided to the program each 
semester by the Office of Assessment and Accreditation. In addition, faculty receive 
annual reports on data from surveys of interns, coaching teachers, and supervisors, 
and data from surveys of graduates. Data are analyzed by faculty with 
recommendations for program change annually as described here: 

  

The Secondary Social Studies Program faculty along with College of Arts & Sciences 
faculty member (Dr. Dianne Johnson Feelings) will analyze a summary of key 
assessment data at least once annually. A further collaborative analysis will take place 
once every three years when data will be analyzed by the faculty and College of Arts & 
Sciences faculty and university supervisors. The questions guiding analysis of data will 
be: 



* To what extent do candidates demonstrate the elements of the USC Conceptual 
Framework (CF) and meet the standards of the NCSS at admission, midpoint, and 
program completion? 

* What do our candidates clearly do well and in what areas do they need more 
assistance? 

* What changes can be made in the program to assist candidates to be as prepared as 
possible as high school science teachers? 

Besides being used for ongoing program assessment, Program Assessment Plans, 
Data Summary Sheets, and Program Change Forms are 

* Submitted annually to the USC Office of Institutional Research, Assessment, and 
Analytics via the COE Office of Assessment and Accreditation 

* Reviewed by the Professional Education Unit’s Quality Assurance Committee in the 
rotation review cycle (at least once every three years or more frequently, as needed, to 
meet assessment standards) 

* Used to develop program reports for the Specialized Professional Associations (e.g., 
ACEI, NCTM) once every seven years 

* Included in the CAEP review (once every seven years) 
Results 

 

Overall, 80% of students successfully pass the Praxis. M.A.T. students perform slightly 
better than M.T. Our goal is to have 100% of students successfully pass Praxis before 
completing the program. 
Use of Results 

 

Beginning in the summer 2018, an assignment was designed and given to students in 
the MT and MAT program. The assignment required students to take the Praxis II 
(Content) and then design a study plan for strengthening their performance. Spring 
2019 data on Praxis State Licensure Exams for these students will be compared to 
previous years to determine if this was effective intervention in improving scores. 
Having the data sooner would inform program advising and selection of graduate 
content area courses to support student’s mastery of content. This assessment activity 
aligns with the program SPA (National Council for the Social Studies) standards for 
educator preparation programs and serves as important measure of student content 
knowledge. 
 

 

II. FUTURE ASSESSMENT PLAN FOR 2017 - 2018 
  Mission Statement 

 

  Within the mission of the College of Education, the mission of MT and MAT in Secondary 
Social Studies  programs is to prepare professional educators of the highest quality for South 
Carolina certification as grades 9-12 teachers through a graduate-level program that builds 
on their undergraduate majors at USC in the social sciences (e.g. history, geography, 
political science, psychology, etc.).  

  
  Goal 1.   



  The Master of Arts in Teaching Social Studies Secondary Education is offered jointly by the 
College of Education and the College of Arts and Sciences.  This degree prepares students 
for initial certification as a high school social studies teacher. The program’s course work is 
designed to further build content knowledge, provide the student with real-life student 
teaching experiences, and confer practical information about pedagogy and classroom 
management.  

Secondary Social Studies Matrix 
  Curriculum   
  Included in the attached Secondary Social Studies Matrix. 
    Learning Outcome 1.   
    Standard 1. Content Knowledge Candidates demonstrate knowledge of social studies 

disciplines. Candidates are knowledgeable of disciplinary concepts, facts, and tools; 
structures of inquiry; and forms of representation.  

    Measures and Criteria   
Praxis State Licensure Exam- 80% pass rate 

Course Grades 
Methods   
Data are maintained on this program in the College of Education Chalk and Wire 
assessment management system (maintained by program faculty and the Office of 
Assessment and Accreditation). Data from courses are submitted into the system by 
instructors or other appropriate personnel throughout the semester. 

  

A Data Summary Report which summarizes the data is provided to the program each 
semester by the Office of Assessment and Accreditation. In addition, faculty receive 
annual reports on data from surveys of interns, coaching teachers, and supervisors, 
and data from surveys of graduates. Data are analyzed by faculty with 
recommendations for program change annually as described here: 

  

The Secondary Social Studies Program faculty along with College of Arts & Sciences 
faculty member (Dr. Dianne Johnson Feelings) will analyze a summary of key 
assessment data at least once annually. A further collaborative analysis will take place 
once every three years when data will be analyzed by the faculty and College of Arts & 
Sciences faculty and university supervisors. The questions guiding analysis of data will 
be: 

* To what extent do candidates demonstrate the elements of the USC Conceptual 
Framework (CF) and meet the standards of the NCSS at admission, midpoint, and 
program completion? 

* What do our candidates clearly do well and in what areas do they need more 
assistance? 

https://assessmentplan.ipr.sc.edu/attachments/22349_attachment_49201934447.docx


* What changes can be made in the program to assist candidates to be as prepared as 
possible as high school science teachers? 

Besides being used for ongoing program assessment, Program Assessment Plans, 
Data Summary Sheets, and Program Change Forms are 

* Submitted annually to the USC Office of Institutional Research, Assessment, and 
Analytics via the COE Office of Assessment and Accreditation 

* Reviewed by the Professional Education Unit’s Quality Assurance Committee in the 
rotation review cycle (at least once every three years or more frequently, as needed, to 
meet assessment standards) 

* Used to develop program reports for the Specialized Professional Associations (e.g., 
ACEI, NCTM) once every seven years 

* Included in the CAEP review (once every seven years) 
 

    Learning Outcome 2.   
    Standard 2. Application of Content Through Planning Candidates plan learning 

sequences that leverage social studies knowledge and literacies, technology, and 
theory and research to support the civic competence of learners. 

    Measures and Criteria   
ADEPT Evaluation/Student Teaching Evaluation- 80% to earn a score of meets or 
above 

Inquiry Design Model/ Unit Plan- 100% earning a score of 80% or better 
Methods   
Data are maintained on this program in the College of Education Chalk and Wire 
assessment management system (maintained by program faculty and the Office of 
Assessment and Accreditation). Data from courses are submitted into the system by 
instructors or other appropriate personnel throughout the semester. 

  

A Data Summary Report which summarizes the data is provided to the program each 
semester by the Office of Assessment and Accreditation. In addition, faculty receive 
annual reports on data from surveys of interns, coaching teachers, and supervisors, 
and data from surveys of graduates. Data are analyzed by faculty with 
recommendations for program change annually as described here: 

  

The Secondary Social Studies Program faculty along with College of Arts & Sciences 
faculty member (Dr. Dianne Johnson Feelings) will analyze a summary of key 
assessment data at least once annually. A further collaborative analysis will take place 
once every three years when data will be analyzed by the faculty and College of Arts & 
Sciences faculty and university supervisors. The questions guiding analysis of data will 
be: 



* To what extent do candidates demonstrate the elements of the USC Conceptual 
Framework (CF) and meet the standards of the NCSS at admission, midpoint, and 
program completion? 

* What do our candidates clearly do well and in what areas do they need more 
assistance? 

* What changes can be made in the program to assist candidates to be as prepared as 
possible as high school science teachers? 

Besides being used for ongoing program assessment, Program Assessment Plans, 
Data Summary Sheets, and Program Change Forms are 

* Submitted annually to the USC Office of Institutional Research, Assessment, and 
Analytics via the COE Office of Assessment and Accreditation 

* Reviewed by the Professional Education Unit’s Quality Assurance Committee in the 
rotation review cycle (at least once every three years or more frequently, as needed, to 
meet assessment standards) 

* Used to develop program reports for the Specialized Professional Associations (e.g., 
ACEI, NCTM) once every seven years 

* Included in the CAEP review (once every seven years) 
 

    Learning Outcome 3.   
    Standard 3. Design and Implementation of Instruction and 

Assessment Candidates design and implement instruction and authentic assessments, 
informed by data literacy and learner self-assessment, that promote civic competence. 

    Measures and Criteria   
ADEPT Evaluation/Student Teaching Evaluation- 80% to earn a score of meets or 
above 

Assessment Analysis/Pre and Post Assessment Assignment/Candidate Impact on 
Student Learning- 100% earning 80% or better 

Inquiry Design Model/ Unit Plan- 100% earning 80% or better 
Methods   
Data are maintained on this program in the College of Education Chalk and Wire 
assessment management system (maintained by program faculty and the Office of 
Assessment and Accreditation). Data from courses are submitted into the system by 
instructors or other appropriate personnel throughout the semester. 

  

A Data Summary Report which summarizes the data is provided to the program each 
semester by the Office of Assessment and Accreditation. In addition, faculty receive 
annual reports on data from surveys of interns, coaching teachers, and supervisors, 



and data from surveys of graduates. Data are analyzed by faculty with 
recommendations for program change annually as described here: 

  

The Secondary Social Studies Program faculty along with College of Arts & Sciences 
faculty member (Dr. Dianne Johnson Feelings) will analyze a summary of key 
assessment data at least once annually. A further collaborative analysis will take place 
once every three years when data will be analyzed by the faculty and College of Arts & 
Sciences faculty and university supervisors. The questions guiding analysis of data will 
be: 

* To what extent do candidates demonstrate the elements of the USC Conceptual 
Framework (CF) and meet the standards of the NCSS at admission, midpoint, and 
program completion? 

* What do our candidates clearly do well and in what areas do they need more 
assistance? 

* What changes can be made in the program to assist candidates to be as prepared as 
possible as high school science teachers? 

Besides being used for ongoing program assessment, Program Assessment Plans, 
Data Summary Sheets, and Program Change Forms are 

* Submitted annually to the USC Office of Institutional Research, Assessment, and 
Analytics via the COE Office of Assessment and Accreditation 

* Reviewed by the Professional Education Unit’s Quality Assurance Committee in the 
rotation review cycle (at least once every three years or more frequently, as needed, to 
meet assessment standards) 

* Used to develop program reports for the Specialized Professional Associations (e.g., 
ACEI, NCTM) once every seven years 

* Included in the CAEP review (once every seven years) 
 

    Learning Outcome 4.   
    Standard 4. Social Studies Learners and Learning Candidates use knowledge of 

learners to plan and implement relevant and responsive pedagogy, create collaborative 
and interdisciplinary learning environments, and prepare learners to be informed 
advocates for an inclusive and equitable society. 

    Measures and Criteria   
ADEPT Evaluation/Student Teaching Evaluation- 80% to earn a score of meets or 
above 

Inquiry Design Model/ Unit Plan- 100% earning 80% or better 
Methods   
Data are maintained on this program in the College of Education Chalk and Wire 
assessment management system (maintained by program faculty and the Office of 



Assessment and Accreditation). Data from courses are submitted into the system by 
instructors or other appropriate personnel throughout the semester. 

  

A Data Summary Report which summarizes the data is provided to the program each 
semester by the Office of Assessment and Accreditation. In addition, faculty receive 
annual reports on data from surveys of interns, coaching teachers, and supervisors, 
and data from surveys of graduates. Data are analyzed by faculty with 
recommendations for program change annually as described here: 

  

The Secondary Social Studies Program faculty along with College of Arts & Sciences 
faculty member (Dr. Dianne Johnson Feelings) will analyze a summary of key 
assessment data at least once annually. A further collaborative analysis will take place 
once every three years when data will be analyzed by the faculty and College of Arts & 
Sciences faculty and university supervisors. The questions guiding analysis of data will 
be: 

* To what extent do candidates demonstrate the elements of the USC Conceptual 
Framework (CF) and meet the standards of the NCSS at admission, midpoint, and 
program completion? 

* What do our candidates clearly do well and in what areas do they need more 
assistance? 

* What changes can be made in the program to assist candidates to be as prepared as 
possible as high school science teachers? 

Besides being used for ongoing program assessment, Program Assessment Plans, 
Data Summary Sheets, and Program Change Forms are 

* Submitted annually to the USC Office of Institutional Research, Assessment, and 
Analytics via the COE Office of Assessment and Accreditation 

* Reviewed by the Professional Education Unit’s Quality Assurance Committee in the 
rotation review cycle (at least once every three years or more frequently, as needed, to 
meet assessment standards) 

* Used to develop program reports for the Specialized Professional Associations (e.g., 
ACEI, NCTM) once every seven years 

* Included in the CAEP review (once every seven years) 
 

    Learning Outcome 5.   
    Standard 5. Professional Responsibility and Informed Action Candidates reflect 

and expand upon their social studies knowledge, inquiry skills, and civic dispositions to 
advance social justice and promote human rights through informed action in schools 
and/or communities. 



 

    Measures and Criteria   
Community Social Advocacy Action Project- 100% earning 80% or better 
Methods   
Data are maintained on this program in the College of Education Chalk and Wire 
assessment management system (maintained by program faculty and the Office of 
Assessment and Accreditation). Data from courses are submitted into the system by 
instructors or other appropriate personnel throughout the semester. 

  

A Data Summary Report which summarizes the data is provided to the program each 
semester by the Office of Assessment and Accreditation. In addition, faculty receive 
annual reports on data from surveys of interns, coaching teachers, and supervisors, 
and data from surveys of graduates. Data are analyzed by faculty with 
recommendations for program change annually as described here: 

  

The Secondary Social Studies Program faculty along with College of Arts & Sciences 
faculty member (Dr. Dianne Johnson Feelings) will analyze a summary of key 
assessment data at least once annually. A further collaborative analysis will take place 
once every three years when data will be analyzed by the faculty and College of Arts & 
Sciences faculty and university supervisors. The questions guiding analysis of data will 
be: 

* To what extent do candidates demonstrate the elements of the USC Conceptual 
Framework (CF) and meet the standards of the NCSS at admission, midpoint, and 
program completion? 

* What do our candidates clearly do well and in what areas do they need more 
assistance? 

* What changes can be made in the program to assist candidates to be as prepared as 
possible as high school science teachers? 

Besides being used for ongoing program assessment, Program Assessment Plans, 
Data Summary Sheets, and Program Change Forms are 

* Submitted annually to the USC Office of Institutional Research, Assessment, and 
Analytics via the COE Office of Assessment and Accreditation 

* Reviewed by the Professional Education Unit’s Quality Assurance Committee in the 
rotation review cycle (at least once every three years or more frequently, as needed, to 
meet assessment standards) 

* Used to develop program reports for the Specialized Professional Associations (e.g., 
ACEI, NCTM) once every seven years 

* Included in the CAEP review (once every seven years) 
 

 


